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Chairman’s Report

• The move to the new 
British Embassy took place on 
July 11th and despite some 
initial teething problems, 
communications are now fully 
effective. 

Contact telephone, fax and mailing address 
details plus a directional map are now highlighted 
within this this website.

• The British Chamber has signed an Memo-
randum of Agreement with the Economist Intel-
ligence Unit to be a supporting organization for 
their forthcoming “ Business Roundtable  with the 
Government of the Philippines” Economist’s con-
ference at the Dusit Thani Hotel on October 10th. 
The M of A entitles all BCC-P members wishing 
to attend to discounted registration fees. The full 
programme and registration details will be issued 
shortly.

• Although August is a quieter month, we 
have the Foreign Chambers Job Expo on August 
13th & 14th at the Trinoma Mall Quezon City. 
This follows on from our successful  rst one held 
in QC last year and the second expo expo held in 
Glorietta in May this year when attendee num-
bers far exceeded expectations.

•  September and October however prom-
ises to be full of activities! Apart from our sup-
port for the EIU Conference on October 12th, we 
have planned a September Networking Event 
featuring the fascinating story of the North Luzon 
Expressway Project, to be given by Rod Air of 
Leighton’s. We also are planning a Social Wine & 
Dine Evening , similar to the successful  “Not So 
Serious”one held last year. Finally, we have the 
luncheon for Lord Digby Jones, the UK Minister 
for Trade & Investment  on October 21st which the 
Chamber is co-hosting together with the Makati 
Business Club and the Philippines British Business 
Council.

Full details and registration requirements of all 
these events will be directly emailed to members 
within the next month.

Leslie Stokes

Issue No. 02 August  2008 Volume. 8



British Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines Newsletter - August 08 Issue

Events
The summer has been relatively quiet, but most 
families and members are back in town. So to 
celebrate the start of the “Autumn” Schedule we 
have 2 great events for September. The ý rst is 
the return of the Not so Serious Wine Dinner last 
year over a hundred members enjoyed a beautiful 
array of food stations accompanied by wines to 
suit every pallet in the Cats Event room in the 
Renaissance Makati City Hotel. his year, we are 
holding a very similar event, jointly with the BWA, 
although there will be slight twists of the menus 
as the Renaissance have a new Executive Chef, Mr 
John Webster who will conjure up some delicacies 
for us, and I am sure there will be interesting wine 
names for us to try. Tickets are available from 
either the Secretariat Ofý ce or Sarah Mcleod, 
please purchase before hand to ensure we cater 
for everyone. Numbers are limited so get in early. 

At the end of September, we are very happy to hold 
a joint Networking night with The Lighthouse Club 
Manila Branch, when Mr Rod Air from Leighton 
Contractors Asia will be talking to us about the 
building and the trials of building the NLEX.... a 
success story.

Moving into October, we have the special 
Luncheon with Lord Digby Jones at the 
Intercontinental Hotel, with the partnership of 
the Makati Business Man’s Club. November see’s 
a joint Chamber social night on the 6th and on 
Friday 28th November we will be holding our 
Grand BCCP Golf Tournament at Villamor Golf 
Club. Teeing off at 12.30pm, the competition will 
follow on at “Howzat!” for the presentation of the 
Trophies and a Social night.   

On 18th December, we have our annual Christmas 
get together, once again joining forces with the 
BWA and The Lighthouse Club at the Manila Club.

We will also aim to hold another networking night 
in November, with more details on the speaker etc 

in the next issue. Also at some 
point during this busy season, 
we will hopefully be taking a day 
trip to one of the Figaro Coffee 
Companies Plantations to see 
how the process of growing 
coffee begins and learn more about their business. 
This will be purely down to their Scheduling but 
this should be a great day out for families.

I look forward to seeing you at some or all of the up 
and coming events.

Sarah Mcleod

Continued next page

BCCP Membership Update
The Board of Governors is very pleased to welcome the following New Members to the British Chamber of 
Commerce in the Philippines:

Corporate  Designated Nominees

BBDO Guerrero Paul Roebuck, President and CEO
Microsoft Philippines, Inc Joanna Rodriguez, National Technology Of cer
Waterfront Hotels & Casinos Chris Legaspi, CDOSM

Dates for the Diary

Thu 11th September “Not So Serious 
 Wine Dinner”
 7 pm Cats Event Room, 
 The Renaissance Makati City Hotel.
 Co-sponsored by The Renaissance 
 Makati City Hotel

Tue 30th September Wine Dinner co-hosted 
 with Wine Depot
 Venue and time to be announced

 Networking evening jointly 
 with Lighthouse Club
 Guest Speaker: Rod Air, 
 Leighton Contractors Asia Ltd
 Time and Venue to be announced

Fri-Sat 10-11 October Foreign Chambers 
 Business Sourcing Fair
 10 am to 8 pm, Hall 3, 
 SM Megatrade Hall, 5th Level,
 Bldg. B, SM Megamall, 
 Mandaluyong City.
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English Training 
Workshops
The British Council will hold a 
two-day English training workshop 
for primary school teachers of 
Taguig and Pateros.  It will be held 
at the public schools of Taguig 
and Pateros on 29-30 August 
2008.  This teacher training is just 
one of the activities by the British Council under the 
Access English programme and its project called the 
Primary Innovation Project. The British Council aims to 
improve the teaching of English in public schools which 
will bene t the teachers and the students through the 
implementation of this project.

I Am A Changemaker Project Now Open for 
Application
British Council is calling for applications from school 
and community-based youth organisations in the 
Philippines for its I Am a Changemaker Project.  This 
is a project grant competition on how development 
issues and concerns on education, the environment, 

Fri 10th October The Economist Business 
 Roundtable with the Government 
 of the Philippines
 The Dusit Thani Hotel,
 Makati City
 (Brochure & Registration Form) 

Tues 21st October Lunch- co-hosted with 
 Makati Business Club and
 Philippine British Business Council
 Special guest: Lord Digby Jones,
 UK Minister of Trade and Investment
 Intercontinental Hotel, Makati, 
 Grand Ballroom. 
 Registration from 11.45am. 
 Lunch at 12.30pm sharp.

Thur 6th November Networking Evening with 
 Joint Chambers
 Venue and time to be announced

Fri 28th November BCCP Golf Day
 Villarmor Golf Club
 12:30 pm Tee-off
 Followed by Social Event at “Howzat!”

Thu 18th December Christmas Drinks 
 (Whoever is left in Manila)
 Joint Social Evening with the 
 BWA and the Lighthouse Club
 7 to 10 pm Happy Hours and 
 Christmas Cheer at The Manila Club

and/ or intercultural diversity can be addressed through 
youth leadership and social entrepreneurship.  Three (3) 
winners representing Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao will 
be selected to receive a grant of up to PhP 100,000 each 
for the implementation of their projects within a 6-month 
period.  
The project sprung from British Council’s recognition on 
how young people with their innovative ideas, bursting 
idealism, high energy, and impartial background can 
become important claimholders in development by 
increasing their ability to contribute to positive social 
change by providing an avenue to strengthen their 
participation as change agents.  
From amongst the entries to be submitted, the top 
 fteen proposals will be selected and will be uploaded 
on the British Council website for on-line voting. Three 
proponents each from Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao 
based on points earned from the initial screening 
and the result of on-line voting will then advance to 
the  nal phase of the competition, which is the panel 
presentation. One (1) winner from each geographical 
grouping will be selected and will receive up to PhP 
100,000 for the implementation of their projects.  
Deadline for submission of entries is on 31 August 2008.  
For more information, please call Patrick Erestain at 914-
1011 to 14 or visit our website www.britishcouncil.org.ph

Andrew Picken


